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Dear faithful, 

 

In the early fall, our St. Gertrude’s church choir 

recorded the hymn of our Oblate Sisters named 

Magnet of Souls, O Holy Face. It was composed by 

a Belgian Jesuit, Father Louis Lambillotte (1797-

1855). His name is chiefly remembered of his ef-

forts in restoration of Gregorian music, which he 

greatly promoted by his researches and publica-

tions. His goal was always to enhance the splendor 

both of the religious ceremonies and the academic 

entertainments. He wanted to restore to Grego-

rian music its original sweet-

ness and melodious character. 

     Our late pastor, Bishop 

Daniel Dolan, was always 

convinced how important the 

Holy Face devotion is in our 

time, because it both protects 

God’s faithful in our dange-

rous times, and also draws 

souls, who sincerely love Him, 

to find Him and discover the 

truth. American poet Oliver 

Wendell Holmes Sr. (1809-

1894) wrote: 
 

If anyone should give me a dish of 

sand and tell me there were partic-

les of iron in it, I might look for 

them with my eyes, and search for 

them with my clumsy fingers, and 

be unable to detect them; but let 

me take a magnet and sweep 

through it, and how it would draw 

to itself the almost invisible partic-

les by mere power of attraction. 

The unthankful heart, like my fin-

ger in the sand, discovers no mer-

cies; but let the thankful heart 

sweep through the day, and as the 

magnet finds the iron, so it will find 

in every hour some heavenly bles-

sings; only the iron in God’s hand 

is gold. 
 

It is, therefore, one main apostolate of our Sisters 

to present the Holy Face of Our Lord to the world, 

so that He might draw all to Himself, not out of 

fear of punishment, but out of love. 

     In October I published a short interview of the 

Sisters on their website. In the video they speak 

about their group and their duties in the parish. 

The Sisters also now have a donation page, where 

one can make an offering to get them their own 

place to live. Right now they need to drive or to be 

driven to their homes every day, and they could 

help the parish much more if they had their own 

place. That would also make the admission of new 

members much easier. 

     In October Mr. Kevin Davis of the Catholic Fa-

mily Podcast interviewed me about my road to the 

Catholic Church and priesthood. This was the first 

time I was ever interviewed, but Mr. Davis did 

great job. He is one of those individuals who has a 

natural talent to make one feel comfortable in new 

situations, and his podcast is a very good aposto-

late, an example of Catholic Action, of which our 

Sisters are also a part. In the 

interview I also mentioned 

briefly the Sisters and our 

girls’ Sodality of Charity. Our 

assistant pastor, Fr. Stephen 

McKenna also told his life 

story in an interview with Mr. 

Davis, and hope you will have 

a chance to listen that as well. 

     But our apostolate cannot 

be limited in our own country 

only. The Church is catholic, 

i.e. universal, and we must 

support the clergy and faith-

ful in other countries, too. In 

Brazil, where our Bishop Rod-

rigo da Silva has his mission 

and Seminary, there has been 

big riots and threats of more 

violence, due to the Socialist 

candidate winning the recent 

presidential election. Things 

look quite bad now in Brazil 

and in whole South America. 

But in Nigeria, where Frs. 

Nkamuke, Ojeka, and Okeru-

lu serve a huge mission field, 

the situation is even worse. 

That country will also hold a 

presidential election in Feb-

ruary 2023, and the main candidates are a Muslim 

and a Catholic (whose brother is a Novus Ordo 

priest). The political emotions are running high, 

and the conflicts based on ethnicity and religion, 

which already are very violent, might escalate be-

cause of this election. So our clergy in South Ame-

rica and Nigeria are in need of prayers, and acts of 

reparation. 

    The Sodality of Charity arranged its first Fall 

Festival on Sunday, October 9. The Oblate Sisters 
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kindly assisted the girls in planning and organi-

zing this fun event, which collected money to the 

Sodality. Our Sisters themselves are members of 

the Sodality, and help me in arranging its monthly 

meetings and events. Not only the girls themsel-

ves, but the parishioners, too, had great time. It is 

this kind of work and these kinds of events which 

help to bind the parishioners together, and also 

provide the younger members the chance to spend 

good – and fun – time together. 

     At the end of October, the Sisters and our Se-

minarian did lots of sacristy work, and prepared 

our altars for the ceremonies of the Forty Hours 

devotion. Forty Hours is always a big effort to our 

clergy and servers, but with the help of our great 

team of volunteers, we have 

always succeeded very well. 

Though this was the first year 

without Bishop Dolan, it hel-

ped a lot that we had two 

younger priests, one Semina-

rian, and our new Sisters to 

assist us. This is the active 

part of their apostolate, to as-

sist the clergy in whatever way 

help is needed in the parish, 

in addition to the acts of repa-

ration. 

     Forty Hours was followed 

by the feast of Christ the King, 

October 30. On that day Bis-

hop McGuire hosted for the 

first time our annual All 

Saints party. And the Oblate 

Sisters acted as judges, and 

observed the wonderful costu-

mes and presentations the 

children made. There were even Eulalia and Ulri-

ca among the little saints! 

     Christ the King is followed by the All Saints 

feast. During this octave I always use my Missal 

printed for the Archdiocese of Dijon, France, and 

published under the authority of its Archbishop 

Maurice Landrieux in 1921. That Missal contains 

a proper preface of All Saints, which comes ori-

ginally from the 1738 Missal of Paris, and in the 

1800s it was incorporated into the French Missals 

“for certain places” (pro aliquibus locis). That very 

beautiful preface goes like this: 

 
It is truly meet and just, right and availing unto salvation, 

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks un- 

to Thee, O Holy Lord, Father almighty and everlasting God, 

Who art glorified in the council of the Saints, and through 

crowning their merits, Thou crownest Thy gifts. Who provi-

dest us an example in their conduct of life, a participation 

in their communion, and support in their intercession. So 

that we, having so great cloud of witnesses upon us, may 

patiently run to the combat designed for us, and with them 

earn an unfading crown of glory, through Jesus Christ Our 

Lord. Through Whom the angels trembling adore Thy ma-

jesty, and all the choirs of the heavenly spirits praise with a 

shared rejoicing. With these we pray Thee, that Thou may-

est command our voices also to be joined in among them, 

saying with a humble confession: 
 

As the mornings and nights get colder and darker, 

the Sisters purchased a cloak as an addition to 

their Oblate dress. The cloak has a hood attached 

to it, which makes it a true Little Red Riding Hood 

style. It’s a pity they opted not to wear the hood, 

for that would have given 

them the real Little Red Ri-

ding Hood look, but it simply 

was too unpractical to be worn 

with the veil – and in an active 

apostolate it’s better to seek 

what works best rather than 

what looks best. 

     On November 21 we have 

the feast of the Presentation 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

This day is one of the major 

feasts for all Oblates, because 

on that day Sts. Joachim and 

Anne presented their daugh-

ter Mary as an offering or 

oblation to the Temple in Je-

rusalem. Mary was happy to 

begin Her service of God in the 

Temple, even though She had 

to leave her dear father and 

mother. And they were con-

tent to offer their little girl to God, for they knew 

that He had sent Her to them. Pray for our Sisters 

especially on this day, as an act of charity, in gra-

titude for their oblation to help souls find God. 

    Very soon after this feast, we’ll start our season 

of Advent. Since Christmas day falls on a Sunday 

this year, that means that we’ll have the longest 

possible Advent, starting on Sunday, November 

27. Sanctify this holy season by extra prayers as 

an act of reparation to our dear Jesus and Mary. 

     Yours in the Charity of Christ and Our Lady 

of the Sacred Heart, 

 

Fr. Vili Lehtoranta 
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The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

November 21 
From Fr. Alban Butler’s The Lives of the Saints, Vol. XI 

 
Religious parents never fail by devout prayer to 

consecrate their children to the divine service and 

love, both before and after their birth. Some, 

amongst the Jews, not content with this general 

consecration of their children, offered them to God in 

their infancy, by the hands of the priests in the 

temple, to be lodged in apartments belonging to the 

temple, and brought up in attending the priests and 

Levites in the sacred ministry. Thus Samuel and 

others were dedicated to God in their tender age. 

There were also apartments in 

which women devoted themselves 

to the divine service in the temple. 

It is an ancient tradition, that 

Mary was thus solemnly offered to 

God in the temple in Her infancy. 

This festival passed from the 

Greeks into the West, and was 

kept at Avignon in 1372. Pope 

Sixtus V, in 1585, commanded the 

office of this day to be recited by 

the whole church. 

     How diligent and solicitous are 

parents bound to be in instructing 

their children in the first funda-

mental mysteries of faith, and in 

the duty of prayer, and in impres-

sing upon their tender minds a 

sense of spiritual things in a 

manner in which their age may be 

capable of receiving it. Such a 

heart, adorned with the baptismal 

grace of innocence, has particular 

charms. A victim which bears the 

divine image perfect and entire, 

without having ever been stained with any spot, or 

tainted with the least corruption, is most agreeable 

to God. This is a present, suiting the spotless and 

infinite sanctity of God, and a pure holocaust most 

acceptable in His holy eyes. 

     The tender soul of Mary was then adorned with 

the most precious graces. She was an object of as-

tonishment and praise to the angels, and of the 

highest complacence to the adorable Trinity. Her 

first presentation to God, made by the hands of Her 

parents and by Her own devotion, was then an offe-

ring most acceptable in His sight. 

 

 

     Let our consecration of ourselves to God be made 

under Her patronage, and assisted by Her powerful 

intercession and the union of Her merits. If we have 

since been unfaithful to our sacred baptismal pro-

mises, such is the mercy and goodness of our gracious 

God, that He disdains not our late offerings. But that 

these may be accepted by Him, we must first prepare 

the present He requires of us, that is, our hearts. 

They must be washed and cleansed in the sacred 

laver of Christ’s adorable blood, by means of sincere 

contrition and penance. And 

all inordinate affections must 

be cut off by our perfect 

renouncing in spirit honors, 

riches, and pleasures, and 

being perfectly disengaged 

from creatures, and ready to 

do and suffer all for God, that 

we may be entirely His, and 

that neither the world nor 

pride, nor any irregular pas-

sion may have any place in us. 

     This Mary did by spending 

Her youth in holy retirement, 

at a distance from the com-

merce and corruption of the 

world. She was the first to set 

up the standard of virginity, 

and, by consecrating it by a 

perpetual vow to Our Lord, 

She opened the way to all vir-

gins who have since followed 

Her example. They, in particu-

lar, ought to take Her for their 

special patroness. Her life was 

the most perfect model of their state, so they ought 

always imitate Her in prayer, humility, modesty, 

silence, and retirement. “She who had the good 

company of holy thoughts,” says St. Ambrose, “did 

not desire the conversation of other virgins. But then 

She was least alone, when She was alone. For how 

can it be said that She was alone, Who had with Her 

so many devout books, so many archangels, so many 

prophets. If She was troubled when the angel Gabriel 

entered, it was not because She was not accustomed 

to converse with angels, but because he appeared in 

the shape of a man.” 
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SODALITY OF CHARITY MEMBERS HELPING THE SISTERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cecilia Gunsher and Claire Smith help 

Sister Eulalia setting for a Baptism 

Meanwhile, Regina Simpson and Agnes 

Gunsher work in the Sacristy area 

Sister Ulrica assists at the kitchen duty during 

the Sodality of Charity Fall Festival 

After church work, Cecilia helps in fi-

xing a humeral veil, used in Benediction 
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PREPARING FOR FORTY HOURS 

Sr. Ulrica fills the ciboria with hosts for the opening Mass 

To make the altar beautiful for the Blessed Sacra-

ment to be exposed for the whole weekend demands 

lots of work, both at the and behind the altar. Sister 

Ulrica had a “day off” from school and joined Sister 

Eulalia in preparing the church for the Forty 

Hours. They and the priests are in charge of cand-

les, flowers, vestments, etc. This is exactly what an 

active apostolate of an Oblate Sister is: to help in 

the parish work wherever she is needed. 
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Steady now... 

Pictured here brother and sister – or Father 

and Sister; Father Thomas Simpson with Sis-

ter Eulalia, his blood sister, in the sacristy, 

preparing for the Forty Hours devotion. 
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“And with you perhaps I shall abide, or even spend the winter.” (1 Corinthians 16:6) 


