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SODALITY OF CHARITY NEWSLETTER 
 

In the soul, like sun, reigns Charity alone 
 

6/2022 June ▪ www.sodalityofcharity.net 

4900 Rialto Road, West Chester, OH 45069 
 

Dear members and friends of the Sodality of 

Charity, 

     After very exceptional May, the days of the 

month of June have been re-

latively peaceful. But prepa-

rations are in full swing for 

our Girls Camp, which is less 

than a month away. The 

camp starts on July 12, the 

feast of St. Veronica. As usu-

al, the older girls will do cam-

ping, and will also take part 

in our parish Fatima Rosary 

procession for peace on July 

13. We are very blessed that 

many patrons have suppor-

ted our camp very generous-

ly, and we are very grateful to 

them all. Our camp’s heaven-

ly patroness this year is St. 

Germaine Cousin, of whom 

you can read more from this 

newsletter. 

     The brothers of our Soda-

lists will be enjoying the Boys 

Camp, which will take place 

on July 26-28. Fr. McKenna will be in charge of 

the camp, and helping him will be our two newly 

ordained priests who are “natives” of our parish 

and veterans of the Boys Camp as participants. 

Our new priests have also started to assist Bp. 

McGuire and Fr. McKenna in doing missions. One 

of our missions is the Holy Face Traditional Cat-

holic Mission in Effingham, IL, where Fr. Antho-

ny Brueggemann went on Corpus Christi Sunday. 

     Some of our older Sodalists will be attending 

the Young Adult Get-Together in the weekend of 

July 8-10. This will be our sixth YAG and it will 

have a record attendance: over 100 people have 

signed up to attend. Since the number of atten-

dants is so great, most of the activities will take 

place at Higher Ground Retreat Center in West 

Harrison, Indiana; but the attendants will still 

have the chance to enjoy the 

hospitality of SGG as well. 

     At the end of June, I will 

host the vocations weekend 

for young ladies who are 

thinking of religious vocati-

on. This event will be under 

the patronage of the Holy 

Face of Jesus, the devotion 

which has protected our pa-

rish so powerfully, and will 

protect our whole country as 

well in these trying times. 

     Friday, June 24, is the 

feast of the Sacred Heart. 

Our church will have Solemn 

High Mass at 5:45 PM, and 

afterwards we will celebrate 

Midsummer feast with our 

annual bonfire party. Mid-

summer is one of the greatest 

feasts in Finland, and also 

the feast of the Finnish flag. 

This feast brings always in my mind this song, an 

old Finnish lied. I wasn’t able to find English 

translation of the words, but you can listen it by 

clicking the link and at least enjoy the music. 

     I said Mass for all our Sodality members on 

June 6. Pray for the USA on July 4, e.g. with some 

devotion to Our Lord’s Holy Face. And pay your 

“membership fee” on First Wednesday, July 6, by 

performing some prayer, good work, or attending 

Mass in honor of our Sodality’s heavenly patron, 

our dear St. Joseph. 

     Yours in Christ and Mary, 
 

Fr. Lehtoranta 

http://www.sodalityofcharity.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktqHqmqfmdY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktqHqmqfmdY
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ST. GERMAINE OF PIBRAC 
 

Though she is not in the universal calendar of the 

Church, the Diocese of Toulouse keeps on June 15 

the feast of St. Germaine Cousin. She is the 

patroness of our SGG Girls Camp this year. 

     St. Germaine was born in 1579 in the little 

village of Pibrac, which is about ten miles from 

Toulouse, in France. From her birth she seemed 

marked out for suffering. She was always a sickly 

girl and not pretty at all. Her right hand was 

deformed and helpless. 

     Besides these defects, St. Germaine was born 

with scrofula. This disease gives 

to the afflicted a chronic, pain-

less mass in the neck, which is 

persistent and usually grows 

with time; and as the lesion 

progresses, skin may rupture, 

forming a sinus and an open 

wound. The children afflicted 

with scrofula were often very 

pale and skinny. In France the 

kings were thought to have in-

herited a miraculous power to 

cure this illness, and they used 

to touch the crowds of infected 

people. The touchings begun du-

ring the reign of King Philip I 

(1060-1108) and continued all 

the way until Charles X in 1825. 

This act of public healing by 

kings and royal family members 

gave scrofula the nickname 

“King’s Evil”. After the touching, the afflicted one 

was given a coin, that was to be hung around him 

by a ribbon, as a way of warding off the disease. 

     When Germaine was still an infant, her mother 

died. Her father soon married again, but his second 

wife, named Hortense, treated Germaine with 

much cruelty. The stepmother forced her to sleep 

in the stable under the stairs. For her food she was 

given only scraps, so little, in fact, that she had to 

learn to crawl in order to get to the dog’s dish. 

Hortense would beat Germaine or pour boiling 

water on her for any real or imagined misdeed. 

     The father paid little attention to her, and 

Hortense did not want Germaine around her own 

healthy children. Under pretense of saving the 

other children from the contagion of scrofula, the 

stepmother persuaded the father to keep Germai-

ne away from the homestead, and thus the child 

was employed almost from infancy as a shepher-

dess. When she returned at night, her bed was in 

the stable or on a litter of vine branches in a gar-

ret. So Germaine slept with the sheep in the barn, 

even in cold weather. She dressed in rags and was 

laughed at by other children. When she came 

home at night with the flock of sheep she had 

tended in the fields, Hortense often screamed at 

her and beat her. 

     In this hard school Germaine 

learned early to practice humili-

ty and patience. She was gifted 

with a marvelous sense of the 

presence of God and of spiritual 

things, so that her lonely life 

became to her a source of light 

and blessing. No one expected 

her to have any use for educa-

tion, so she spent long days in 

the field tending the sheep. 

Instead of being lonely, she 

found a friend in God. She didn’t 

know any theology and only the 

basics of the faith that she 

learned the catechism. But she 

had a rosary made of knots in 

the string and her very simple 

prayers: “Dear God, please don’t 

let me be too hungry or too 

thirsty. Help me to please my mother. And help 

me to please You.” Out of that simple faith grew a 

profound holiness and a deep trust in God. 

     To poverty, bodily infirmity, the rigors of the 

seasons, and the lack of love from those in her own 

home, Germaine added voluntary mortifications 

and austerities, making bread and water her daily 

food. 

     Germaine always managed to get to Mass 

every day, and she received Holy Communion as 

often as she could. When the bell rang for Mass, 

she fixed her staff in the ground, and left her 

flocks to the care of her Guardian Angel while she 

heard Mass. Her sheep never once wandered away 

from the staff she planted in the ground; and 
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though the pasture was on the border of a forest 

filled with wolves, no harm ever came to her 

flocks. It was recorded that when Germaine was 

about to cross a raging Courbet River on the way 

to Mass, the neighbors saw the water separate to 

make way for her without wetting her garments. 

     She is said to have practiced many austerities 

as a reparation for the sacrileges made by heretics 

in the neighboring churches. Besides Holy Com-

munion, she frequented the Sacrament of Pe-

nance, and it was observed that her piety in-

creased on the approach of every feast of Our 

Lady. The Rosary was her only book, and her 

devotion to the Angelus was so great that she used 

to fall on her knees at the first sound of the bell, 

even though she heard it when crossing a stream. 

     In her missionary spirit, St. Germaine was a 

teacher as well. She often gathered the children of 

the village around her to teach them their Catho-

lic Faith and fill their hearts with the love of Jesus 

and Mary. The villagers were inclined at first to 

treat her piety with mild derision, until certain 

signs of God’s signal favor made her an object of 

reverence and awe. 

     She tried her best to help the poor, too. She 

shared with beggars the little bit of food she was 

given to eat. One winter day, her stepmother accu-

sed her of stealing bread and chased her with a 

stick. But what fell from Germaine’s apron was 

not the expected bread. It was summer flowers! 

There was only one answer and Germaine gave it 

herself, when she handed a flower to her mother 

and said: “Please accept this flower, mother. God 

sends it to you in sign of His forgiveness.” 

     Her father at last came to a sense of his duty, 

forbade her stepmother to treat her harshly any-

more, and wished to give her a place in the home 

with the other children; but she begged to be 

allowed to remain in the humbler position. 

     By now people no longer made fun of Germai-

ne. In fact, they loved and admired her. But just 

when men were beginning to realize the beauty of 

her life, God called her to Himself. One morning 

in the early summer of 1601, her father, finding 

that she had not risen at the usual hour, went to 

call her. He found her dead on her pallet of vine-

twigs. She was then twenty-two years of age. 

Confirmed reports say that on the night of her 

death, two monks traveling from Toulouse were 

sleeping in the ruins of a nearby castle, when they 

were awakened by angelic melodies. They saw a 

great beam of light from a distant house, exten-

ding into the sky. Heavenly figures were seen 

descending into the house and later ascending 

with another figure. Upon reaching Pibrac the 

next morning, they asked if anyone had died du-

ring the night and were told of Germaine’s death. 

     Her remains were buried in the parish church 

of Pibrac in front of the pulpit. In 1644, when the 

grave was opened to receive one of her relatives, 

the body of Germaine was discovered fresh and 

perfectly preserved, and miraculously raised al-

most to the level of the floor of the church. It was 

exposed for public view near the pulpit, until one 

noble lady presented as a thanks-offering a casket 

of lead to hold the remains. She had been cured of 

an incurable ulcer, and her infant son, whose life 

was despaired of, was restored to health on her 

seeking the intercession of Germaine. 

     This was the first of a long series of wonderful 

cures wrought at her relics. The leaden casket was 

placed in the sacristy, and in 1661 and 1700 the 

remains were viewed and found fresh and intact 

by the priests of Toulouse. Expert medical evi-

dence proved that the body had not been em-

balmed, and experimental tests showed that the 

preservation was not due to any property inherent 

in the soil. In 1700 a movement was begun to 

procure the beatification of Germaine. In 1793 the 

casket was desecrated by a revolutionary tin-

smith, who with three accomplices took out the 

remains and buried them in the sacristy, throwing 

quick-lime and water on them. After the revolu-

tion, her body was found to be still intact save 

where the quick-lime had done its work. 

     The private veneration of Germaine continued 

from the original finding of the body in 1644, 

supported and encouraged by numerous cures and 

miracles. The documents attest more than 400 

miracles or extraordinary graces. The miracles 

attested were cures of every kind, besides the 

multiplication of food for the distressed commu-

nity of the Good Shepherd at Bourges in 1845. In 

1854 Pope Pius IX beatified Germaine, and on 29 

June, 1867, placed her on the canon of virgin 

saints. Her feast is kept in the Diocese of Toulouse 

on 15 June. 

     The main virtue of this Saint was patience. She 

carried her heavy crosses well, and she could do 

that because she went to Holy Communion often. 

In our own little sufferings, we too should turn to 

Our Lord in Holy Communion and ask His help.
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READING AND DEVOTION TIPS FOR SUMMER 
 

Holy Face of Jesus Print 8.5" x 11" 

$1.95 
 

https://www.stjeromelibrary.org/product/holy-face-of-jesus-print-8-5-x-11-/1016 

 

Spread devotion to the Holy Face of Our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the 

devotion of our times, to fight to end Communism. Picture is perfect for 

framing and is priced low for spreading devotion! 
 

 

The Golden Arrow 

$9.95 
 

https://www.stjeromelibrary.org/product/the-golden-arrow/91 
 

In Tours, France, during the 1840’s a young Carmelite nun received revelations from 

Our Lord about a powerful devotion. He wished to be established worldwide – the 

devotion to His Holy Face. the express purpose of this devotion was to make reparation 

for the blasphemies and outrages of the Communists – through whom God is allowing 

the world to be chastised for its unbelief – as well as for the blasphemies of the atheists 

and freethinkers plus, for blasphemy and the profanation of Sundays by Christians. 

 

God Demands Reparation: The Holy Man of Tours 

$12.95 
 
https://www.stjeromelibrary.org/product/god-demands-reparation-the-holy-man-of-tours/92 

 
Before the Holy Face devotion was approved formally by the Church, Leo Dupont 

practiced this devotion in his home, where a true likeness of Veronica’s veil was always 

kept venerated by a burning lamp. He would pray before it for hours. Miracles soon fol-

lowed the application of the oil from this lamp upon sick and the invalid. This story in-

cludes the incredible difficulties on the way of establishing the Devotion to Holy Face. 

 

The Catholic Vocation Map 

$7.95 
 

https://www.stjeromelibrary.org/product/the-catholic-vocation-map-excerpts-

from-the-catholic-youth-s-guide-to-life-and-love-/1007 

 

This little manual will be an excellent aid to older high schoolers, college students, 

or even adults who still need direction in their life’s vocation. It covers topics such 

as career choice, vocation choice, whether to marry or stay single, and finally, how 

to discern true love leading to a life of joy and fulfillment from a dangerous mar-

riage that might lead to painful regret. 

 

https://www.stjeromelibrary.org/product/holy-face-of-jesus-print-8-5-x-11-/1016
https://www.stjeromelibrary.org/product/the-golden-arrow/91
https://www.stjeromelibrary.org/product/god-demands-reparation-the-holy-man-of-tours/92
https://www.stjeromelibrary.org/product/the-catholic-vocation-map-excerpts-from-the-catholic-youth-s-guide-to-life-and-love-/1007
https://www.stjeromelibrary.org/product/the-catholic-vocation-map-excerpts-from-the-catholic-youth-s-guide-to-life-and-love-/1007

