
1 
 

SODALITY OF CHARITY NEWSLETTER 
 

In the soul, like sun, reigns Charity alone 
 

             Sodality 
 

5/2021 November ▪ www.sodalityofcharity.net ▪ 4900 Rialto Road, West Chester, OH, 45069 

 
Dear members and friends of the Sodality of 

Charity, 

 

On All Hallows’ Eve, October 

31, which the secular world 

calls Halloween, we at St. Ger-

trude the Great celebrated the 

feasts of Christ the King and 

All Saints with the annual All 

Saints party. As usual, it was a 

wonderful event, and you can 

see some photos of it in this 

newsletter and on our website. 

We have also remembered the 

poor souls this month with our 

two cemetery visits and Solemn 

Mass and absolution on All 

Souls Day (November 2). 

     We should also keep track of 

the current events. Bishop Do-

lan and Fr. McKenna do each 

month a radio program called 

Behind the Headlines. Their la-

test program deals with many 

important topics, especially 

about our firm resistance to the 

so-called Covid-vaccines. The 

program has serious topics, but 

His Excellency’s and Father’s style is very easy-

going and funny, so I recommend you all to listen 

that online: https://www.patreon.com/posts/texas-

heartbeat-58069060 

     For those who use YouTube, Rev. Mr. Anthony 

Brueggemann has started a channel where he 

broadcasting some of our ceremonies, especially 

the daily High Mass. The channel is called “St. 

Gertrude the Great Live” and you can find it here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeDA6_QTt

DjY5oDk4g0SKgg 

     This week we have the feasts of the patrons of 

our two parishes, St. Gertrude the Great and St. 

Hugh of Lincoln. On Friday there also the feast 

day of St. Elizabeth of Hunga-

ry. The famous English hagio-

grapher, Fr. Alban Butler (1710-

1773), wrote of her: “This child 

of heaven, in her very recreati-

ons studied to practise frequent 

humiliations and self-denials; 

and stole often to the chapel, 

and there knelt down and said 

a short prayer before every al-

tar, bowing her body reverent-

ly, or, if nobody was there, pros-

trating herself upon the ground. 

If she found the doors of the 

chapel in the palace shut, not to 

lose her labour, she knelt down 

at the threshold, and always 

put up her petition to the throne 

of God.” In 1852 Charles Alston 

Collins painted this nice work 

“The Devout Childhood of Saint 

Elizabeth of Hungary” where 

he portrayed this exemplary 

piety of St. Elizabeth. May she 

serve as one of the saints to be 

honored and revered by our Sodalists. 

     Our November Monthly meeting is on Satur-

day, November 20, from 8 AM to 2 PM. We will 

keep it as our Thanksgiving celebration and prac-

tice also for our December Saint Lucia procession. 

See you there. 

 

Yours in Christ and Mary, 

 

Fr. Lehtoranta

https://www.patreon.com/posts/texas-heartbeat-58069060
https://www.patreon.com/posts/texas-heartbeat-58069060
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeDA6_QTtDjY5oDk4g0SKgg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeDA6_QTtDjY5oDk4g0SKgg
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ALL SAINTS PARTY 2021 
 

 

 
Two of our members, Cecilia and Agnes, toget-

her with their little sisters played the part of 

the Carmelite Martyrs of Compiegne. During 

the French Revolution in the 1790’s, priests, 

monks, and nuns were regarded as supersti-

tious and reactionary, and branded as ene-

mies of the people by the revolutionaries. The 

revolution declared all monastic vows null 

and void, based on the false assumption that 

most men and women religious were held 

prisoner by evil superiors against their will. 

When a government official visited the con-

vent of these Carmelites, he was surprised to 

learn that every member of the community 

refused to embrace their newly granted “li-

berty”. They were executed by the guillotine 

at Place du Trône-Renversé in Paris on 17 

July 1794. Before the beheading each sister 

approached Mother Teresa of St. Augustine, 

their prioress, and kissed the statue of the 

Virgin Mary she held in her hands, asking her 

for permission to die. The nuns’ heroic story 

and their glorious martyrdom have been im-

mortalized in the screenplay Dialogues of the 

Carmelites by Georges Bernanos, and by Fran-

cis Poulenc’s opera of the same name. 
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Lucia, with her little brother 

Francisco and little sister Ja-

cinta played the parts of the 

Three Fatima children – as if 

it would have been difficult to 

figure out! With them was also 

the youngest sister, Olivia. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Eleanora with her long cape and train pre-

sented the part of St. Dymphna. 
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