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SODALITY OF CHARITY NEWSLETTER 
 

In the soul, like sun, reigns Charity alone 
 

10/2022 October ▪ www.sodalityofcharity.net 

4900 Rialto Road, West Chester, OH 45069 
 

Dear members and friends of the Sodality of 

Charity, 

     We had our first Sodality Fall Festival on 

Sunday, October 9. The Sodalists and other 

attendants had great time. And the festival was 

also a success in collecting funds for our Sodality. 

After the expenses, we were left $922 for profit. 

We were able to purchase pretty sashes, which 

were introduced at our 

monthly meeting. The girls 

can now wear their sashes 

at our meetings, and while 

they attend Sodality Mass. 

The sash of the older girls is 

blue, and that of the young-

er girls is violet. 

     Thank you to our mem-

ber who kindly donated eggs 

laid by her family’s chick-

ens. All the prayers our 

Sisters, Sodalists, and their 

families said did the trick, 

and the weather on the fes-

tival day was beautiful. The 

attendants also enjoyed 

great servings, including 

corn dogs and pies. Winner 

of the pie contest was Mrs. 

Mary Brueggemann with 

chocolate silk pie. 

     St. Gertrude the Great 

parish had her final Fatima Rosary procession for 

peace on Thursday, October 13, with total of 135 

people attending. This was the anniversary of the 

famous Miracle of the Sun, which was witnessed 

by tens of thousands of people and which led to the 

official recognition of Our Lady of Fatima on Octo-

ber 13, 1930. Because Our Lady’s exhortations 

were heard, Portugal gained peace and also retai-

ned it even during World War II. Our Rosary pro- 
 

cessions are great acts of devotion and piety, 

which we at St. Gertrude the Great love so much. 

     But don’t forget, we still have activities left in 

the second half of October. On Sunday, October 

16, we have our SGG School bake sale, where you 

can bring your baked treats for sale, and also shop 

after all morning Masses. 

     On the weekend of October 21-23 we have our 

Forty Hours Devotion, which 

starts on Friday evening and 

continues with all night ado-

ration. Note that on Satur-

day, Oct. 22, there’s the High 

Mass for peace at 9 AM, 

followed by morning and af-

ternoon adoration. Fridays 

and Sundays are usually 

well attended, but Satur-

days are easy to overlook. So 

come to Mass, spend time in 

the presence of Our Lord, 

and pray for peace in our 

country and the world on 

this day, which is Our Lady’s 

Saturday. (And if you are 

into American history, also 

the date when Sam Houston 

was inaugurated as the first 

President of the independent 

republic of Texas in 1836). 

     Lastly, on the feast of 

Christ the King, Sunday, October 30, we have the 

All Saints party. Children will dress up as saints 

and attend the High Mass wearing their costumes. 

Afterwards they will give a short presentation 

they have prepared of the saint they’re dressed as. 

     Yours in Christ and Mary, 

 

Fr. Lehtoranta 

http://www.sodalityofcharity.net/
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SAINT JUSTINA OF ANTIOCH 
“THE HALLOWEEN SAINT” 

 

St. Justina has her feast day on September 26. 

Because in USA and Canada this day is the feast 

of the North American Martyrs, she is easy to 

miss on the saints calendar. But since her history 

includes converting a famous magician and devil-

worshipper Cyprian, hers is perfect as a Hallo-

ween story. 

     Justina was a girl who lived during the reign 

of Emperor Diocletian in Antioch. This Antioch 

was not the famous capital of Syria, but a small 

town of the same name 

between Syria and Ara-

bia, in the Roman pro-

vince of Phoenice. Her 

father was a pagan 

priest, but Justina lear-

ned of the Christian 

faith from a Catholic 

priest, who eventually 

called her to be baptized. 

When Justina’s mother 

told the news to the 

father, Christ appeared 

to them at night with 

His angels saying: “Come 

to me, I shall give to you 

the kingdom of heaven.” 

Soon all three were bap-

tized together. 

     The great beauty of 

Justina attracted many 

suitors. One young pa-

gan nobleman named Acladius fell deeply in love 

with her, but his offer of marriage was rejected. 

Finding Justina’s resolution irreversible, he went 

to ask help from a magician named Cyprian. 

     Cyprian had been a magician from his child-

hood. Already at the age of seven he was conse-

crated by his parents to the devil. He learned the 

black magic of necromancy (communicating with 

the dead), practiced idolatry and astrology, and 

travelled all over the world to learn all about these 

evil arts. Returning to Antioch, Cyprian became 

infamous in all the things evil. He blasphemed 

Christ, committed murders and predicted future 

events from the blood of his victims. He was also 

famous of spelling women to fall in love, but he 

always found that against Catholic girls his spells 

were ineffective. 

     It was for the love spell that Acladius turned to 

Cyprian; but as soon as Cyprian saw beautiful 

Justina, he fell in love with her himself. Cyprian 

called a devil, and said that he was in love with a 

girl, and needs his help. The bad angel gave him 

an ointment, with which Cyprian was to anoint 

Justina’s house, after which the devil would come 

and make her heart love 

him. So on the following 

night the devil went to 

capture Justina; but she 

prayed and signed her-

self with the sign of the 

Cross, which scared the 

devil so much that he 

flew away. Then Cyprian 

called another devil, 

stronger than the pre-

vious one. But this evil 

spirit, too, was power-

less of making her love 

the magician; she banis-

hed this one too with the 

sign of the Cross. 

     After the two failed 

attempts, Cyprian now 

called Satan himself. The 

prince of darkness pro-

mised he would win her 

heart over with schemes and bring her to Cyprian. 

Then Satan changed his form to that of a young 

girl, went to Justina, and said he was in search of 

a companion with whom to serve God in poverty 

and chastity. She agreed, but then Satan started 

to try to talk her over to marry a man in order to 

follow God’s commandment of multiply and reple-

nish the earth. Satan also claimed that it was 

against God’s commandment to live a chaste life, 

of which Justina would end up being judged by 

Him. Justina’s heart was invaded with terrible 

temptations, but after her suspicions rose, she 

signed herself, and Satan had to fly away. 

     Satan then tried threats, and said there would 
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be a great plague over Antioch which would kill 

big number of animals and people, unless Justina 

would consent to marry Cyprian. But she again 

banished Satan with prayers. When he realized 

Justina couldn’t be won over, he tried to trick Cyp-

rian instead. He transformed himself to look like 

Justina, pretending of having delivered her to 

him. But as soon as joyous Cyprian called the 

pious girl by name, Satan couldn’t stand it and 

vanished away as a smoke. 

     When Cyprian saw that the Devil had deceived 

him, he became sad and depressed, though he was 

still much in love with Justina. He tried with his 

magic to change himself, like the Devil had done, 

into various shapes and forms. But always when 

he arrived at Justina’s door, he found himself as 

he was before. The Satan returned to him, and 

promised, that if Cyprian would sell his soul to 

him, he would let him know the secret of Justina’s 

strength. Cyprian promised, and the devil revea-

led that it was the sign of the Cross she was 

making, which caused both the devils and the 

spells to fail. 

     Cyprian was amazed and said to the Devil: 

“The crucified God is then greater than thou? 

Then ought I to be made friend of Him that was 

crucified, lest I fall hereafter into such pains.” 

     The devil answered: “Thou hast sworn by the 

might and virtues of my strengths, the which no 

man may forswear, that thou shalt never depart 

from me.” 

     But Cyprian said: “I despise thee, and forsake 

thee and all thy power, and renounce thee and all 

thy devils.” Enraged Satan then attacked Cyprian 

with fury, but had to flee when he made the sign 

of the Cross. But he assaulted the penitent man’s 

soul with a gloomy melancholy, and brought him 

almost to the brink of despair at the sight of his 

past crimes. But God helped Cyprian and sent him 

a holy priest named Eusebius, who had formerly 

been his schoolmate. By the advice of this priest 

the former magician was comforted and encoura-

ged in his conversion. 

     Cyprian fasted for three days, and on the fol-

lowing Sunday, very early in the morning, Euse-

bius led him to the assembly of Catholics, which 

was held very early in the morning, because of 

both to watch in prayer and for fear of the pagans. 

Cyprian was so struck at the great reverence and 

heavenly devotion with which this meeting was 

performed, that he wrote of it: “I saw the choir of 

heavenly men, or of angels, singing to God, adding 

at the end of every verse in the psalms the Hebrew 

word Alleluia, so that they seemed not to be men.” 

Everyone present was awestruck to see Cyprian 

introduced by a priest among them. When Anthi-

mus, the Bishop of Antioch, saw him he thought 

that the magician had come to cast an evil spell on 

the Catholics of Antioch. But Cyprian explained 

that on the contrary, he had come to ask his bles-

sing, to repent his evil life, and to become a Chris-

tian. Cyprian gave him a proof the next day by 

burning before the Bishop’s eyes all his magical 

books, giving his whole property to the poor, and 

entering himself among the catechumens. After 

the instruction and preparation, he received bap-

tism from the hands of the Bishop. The young man 

Acladius, who had been Justina’s first suitor, was 

likewise converted and baptized. Justina herself 

was so moved at these wonderful examples of divi-

ne mercy, that she cut off her hair in order to dedi-

cate her life to God, and sold all her jewels and 

gave all her possessions to the poor. 

     There was an astonishing change in Cyprian, 

and everyone admired his edifying deportment, 

his humility, modesty, gravity, love of God, con-

tempt of riches, and assiduous application to hea-

venly things. Out of humility Cyprian asked to be 

employed as sweeper of the church. But after some 

time he was ordained to the priesthood. And when 

Bishop Anthimus died, Cyprian was made the new 

Bishop of Antioch. He founded a monastery of 

nuns and placed Justina as its abbess, and sent 

letters to Catholics condemned to death, comfor-

ting them in their distress and encouraging them 

in their martyrdom. 

     When the persecutions of Diocletian intensi-

fied, the Governor of Phoenice, who resided at 

Tyre, arrested Cyprian and Justina. With the 

usual procedure he demanded them to sacrifice to 

the Roman idols. When they refused, Cyprian was 

torn with iron hooks and Justina was inhumanly 

scourged. They were then put in a cauldron full of 

wax, pitch, and grease, all burning and boiling. 

But that did no harm on them. When a pagan 

priest tried to curse them by calling to his help 

gods Hercules and Jupiter, a great fire jumped 

from under the cauldron and burned him to death. 

Cyprian and Justina were then taken out of the 

cauldron and sentenced to death. They were then 

sent in chains to Emperor Diocletian, who com-

manded them to be beheaded together. 
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SODALITY FALL FESTIVAL 
Sunday, October 9 

 

Getting ready for the Festival on Saturday at the Sodality 

of Charity monthly meeting. Claire McConnell, Ellie Kole-

nich, and Anna Brueggemann are making mini-pumpkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
One of the activities of 

the Fall Festival was 

square dancing. Here the 

girls are preparing the 

dance arena. 
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Preparing “dunk a bucket” and ring toss events on Saturday 
 

 

Sister Ulrica of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Katelyn Mc-

Connell, Abigail Lawrence, Maria McConnell, Anna Brueg-

gemann and Cecilia Gunsher prepared crafts for the sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Maria McConnell and Ceci-

lia Brueggemann set up the 

table for Sunday’s craft sale 
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Renee Arlinghaus & Lucia McConnell at the set of the 

“needle in a haystack” early morning of the Festival 

The Sodality flag promoting our group 

Katelyn McConnell & Abigail Lawrence at the pie sale 

Apple bobbing 

 
→ Claire McConnell and Ellie Kolenich at 

the craft sales stand 



7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

 

SEE MORE PICTURES AT 

www.sodalityofcharity.net 

https://www.sodalityofcharity.net/

